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The Latino population in the U.S. is growing—and in places many people might not be looking. While 

historically Hispanic-designated market areas (DMAs) like Miami and New York still have the largest shares of 

the Latino population, new research from Nielsen highlights how the pace of growth is soaring in a range of 

areas outside of these concentrated immigrant gateways. 

 

For example, Charlotte, N.C., isn’t traditionally thought of as a Latino market, but its Hispanic population is 

growing faster than any other region in the country. Additionally, dramatic Latino growth in a range of cities 

across the U.S. since 2000 has created a bevy of opportunity beyond the more traditional Hispanic markets, as 

noted in the country’s 15 largest Hispanic DMAs. The high growth in the mid-market DMAs mirrors the growth 

in Los Angeles and New York just a couple of decades ago. So it’s only a matter of time before one of these 

DMAs becomes the next Latino population center. 

 

“The Latino boom has expanded beyond traditionally Hispanic markets and continues to fragment,” said Reny 

Diaz, Director of Client Engagement. “It’s imperative that brands’ messages speak to these new Hispanic 

segments--the young bilinguals, the suburban and upscale households--that are driving a new U.S. reality 

alongside more established segments of the U.S. Hispanic population.” 

 

New immigration gateways like Washington, D.C. have formed for new U.S. Latino populations, while cities 

like Orlando have become suburban destinations for Latinos who previously resided in Miami or New York. 

These shifts have put markets that weren’t previously part of the Hispanic marketer’s strategy on the radar. 

 

15 FASTEST GROWING DESIGNATED MARKET AREAS AMONG HISPANICS (POPULATION 

200,000+) 

 

DMA % Growth 2000-2013 

Charlotte, N.C. 168 

Raleigh area, N.C. 138.9 

Atlanta, Ga. 126.9 

Orlando area, Fla. 125.1 

Ft. Myers-Naples, Fla. 123 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 119.2 

Tampa area Fla. 112.2 



W. Palm Beach area, Fla. 110.9 

Seattle-Tacoma, Wash. 108.3 

Washington area, D.C. 108.1 

Las Vegas, Nev. 103.7 

Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn. 98 

Kansas City, Mo.-Kan. 96.5 

Salt Lake City, Utah 96.5 

Austin, Texas 84.5 

Source: Nielsen 

 


